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to which I always refer) has a veiy valuable appendix: " Suppl&tnmt & la JBiUioth&gue Orient ale" par 0. Visdelou et A. Gfalland. About 200 pages of this supplement are from the pen of Visdelou, and contain a great amount of interesting information, drawn from Chinese sources, with respect to the history and geography of Eastern and Central Asia. Claude Visdelou, born in 1656 in Bretagne, went as a missionary to China in 1685, and spent there twenty-four years, In 1709 he went to Pondicherry, where he died in 1737. I feel no hesitation in asserting that he was the most accomplished sinologue among the old Jesuit missionaries in China. All his translations show a profound and critical knowledge of the Chinese language. With respect to China, Visdeloti takes the same place as Klaproth assigned to d'Herbelot with reference to Western Asia, and well deserves to be termed "the father of our knowledge of Chinese historical records," especially the history of the nations of Central and Eastern Asia.
In the first part of the supplement, Visdelou explains, from Chinese sources, a number of proper names and terms used by the Mohammedan authors with reference to China, viz., Fagfur, Tcncu, Sin, LouMn, Khankou, Namkink, Klia-thai, Kliaribalig, Cara-Cath&ian, Van, Gat Dacouk, Dapi-Jchen, Fenek, Gtiagti or Tchagh. (The latter seven terms refer to chronology and astronomy,)
The second part is entitled "Histoire de la Tartarie" pp, 18-133, and gives the complete history of the nations and tribes of Mongolia and Central Asia, all the information being drawn from the histories of the Chinese dynasties. We find there the history of the Hiung-nu, the Wei, the Geou-gen, the Tourkioue (Turks), the Hui-ho (Uigurs), the jSic-yen-to, the Kie-kia-sze (Kirghizes), and many others. After this, forty-three pages are devoted to the Histories of the K*i-tan (Liao) and the Kin (translations from the Liao shiand Kin shi). On pp. 117-119 we find an interesting dissertation on the invention of gunpowder by